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Answer any three (3) questions in SEPARATE answer books. 


1. For Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, “The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the 
ruling ideas, i.e. the class which is the ruling material force of society, is at the same time its 
ruling intellectual force” (The German Ideology). Can this claim be applied to the media in 
Australia? 


2. What does Theodor Adorno mean by the “culture industry’, and why does he appear to 
disapprove of it? 


3. Do media contents accurately reflect the ways in which society is structured? 


4. “Science Fiction is not about the future: it is about the social issues of our present world”. 
Discuss in the context of any science fiction text, film or television series of your choice. 


5. “Objective journalism is easily accomplished”. Discuss. 


6. What are the different sorts of propaganda and how do they work? Illustrate your answer with 
examples. 


7. What are the social functions of photographs, and have these changed over time? 
8. “Social media have fundamentally transformed the social world”. Discuss. 


9. Do celebrities form a specific social class of their own? 


Please remember - This examination question paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may 
result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
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